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 Giuliana Luz Grabina: Giuliana Luz Grabina is a U3 honours student pursuing a Bachelor of
Arts in Philosophy with a minor in History. As a first-generation immigrant from Uruguay,
Giuliana is interested in exploring Canadian history from a critical lens. Focusing on issues of
gender, race, and disability, her paper explores first-wave feminism’s central role in reformulating
racial and gender hierarchies through the problematization of disability in the late 19th and early
20th centuries. 

Author Biographies 

 Chloe Merritt: Chloe recently completed a B.A. in Political Science and International
Development at McGill with plans to pursue a law degree in 2023. After growing up in
Vancouver, Chloe moved to Montréal and fell in love with Canadian politics, a passion she’s
pursued by working with the youth-led non-profit Y4Y Québec. When she is not studying or
working in her community, Chloe can often be found playing Ultimate Frisbee or trying out a
new café.

 Emilie Power: Emilie Power is a science student finishing up her degree with the Bieler School of
Environment at McGill University. She is interested in research that explores healthy
relationships between natural ecosystems and human societies. Emilie currently resides in
Montréal with her partner and their small herd of furry friends.

Louis Rose: Hi, my name is Louis and I'm from Vancouver, BC. At McGill, I'm currently
pursuing a degree in Political Science, Economics and Philosophy. My interests encompass law
and public policy, and their broader implications towards criminal justice, international relations
and economics.

   Angelica Voutsinas: Angelica Voutsinas (she/her) is a U3 student from Toronto, Ontario. Her
interest in queer health and policy stems from her academic background in Political Science,
Canadian Studies, and Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies. 

 Kiran: Kiran: Kiran recently graduated from McGill University with a double major in Political
Science and Philosophy. Her academic interests include international law, human rights, and global
governance strategies. Kiran's interest in diplomacy stems from her internship last summer with the
Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations in Vienna, where she advanced Canadian
foreign policy in the UN Office on Drugs and Crime. Next year, Kiran will be pursuing an MPhil
in Politics and International Studies at the University of Cambridge, where she will research the
best state mechanisms for enforcing compliance with international human rights law. 
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Foreword by Professor Michael Orsini  

I am honoured to write the foreword for this current issue of the journal. If these submissions are
any indication, the study of Canada, in all of its rich multiplicity, is in fine shape. 

While the study of Canadian institutions and culture has been rich in terms of approaches and
perspectives, the last few decades provide compelling evidence of the need to rethink some of the key
concepts that animate the study of Canada. Indigenous perspectives, which challenge non-
Indigenous people to revisit founding narratives of Canada, have become prominent as Canadians
grapple with the settler-colonial past and present. The legacy of anti-Black racism is a potent
reminder of key absences in the collective stories that dot the landscape, stories that have been
eclipsed by efforts to romanticize multiculturalism and diversity, and Canada’s role as a beacon for
difference. 

No doubt, the stories we tell about Canada reveal as much about our collective ignorance than
about what we know to be true. There are many ways of “knowing” Canada, ways that appreciate
the corrosive effects of the structuring features of our institutions on efforts to tackle a range of
“wicked” policy problems that are not reducible to one-size-fits-all approaches. Thinking anew
about Canada and the field of Canadian studies requires us (in the academy and in the broader
public imagination) to be attuned to knowledge that might cause discomfort, that might be
unsettling, that might be out of step with dominant forms of knowledge. 

The articles in this issue are written by a talented group of students, and cover a range of exciting
topics and areas of interest and bring forth critical knowledge that will enrich the conversations
about Canada. Together, they present a complex (and complicated picture) of policy continuity and
policy change, and a reading of the Canadian political landscape that is brimming with
contradiction. 

Solutions, not Stigma: Moving Forward with Canada's Response to HIV/AIDS addresses how the
HIV pandemic has been experienced disproportionately by members of marginalized communities.
This matters, especially, as governments the world over, including in Canada, seek to position HIV
as “unexceptional”; the crisis, it would seem, is over. AIDS has presumably been vanquished and
now only affects a limited subset of the Canadian population. Far from it, this article makes an
important case for reminding us of the need to foreground the experiences of communities with
deep, situated knowledge of the virus and its deleterious effects. 

The article, Progressive Drug Policy & The Opioid Crisis: The Case of Vancouver’s Downtown-
Eastside, highlights the persistence of moralizing discourses related to drug use, with a specific focus
on an area that has been the site of heightened media and public attention, some of it bordering on
the sensational and lurid. While there appeared to be general policy consensus on the benefits of
harm reduction, the debate has re-emerged in recent months with Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre’s attempt to roll back progress in this domain through a series of rhetorical devices that are
not grounded in evidence. 
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The article on Womanhood and the Project of Nation Building presents a necessary corrective to
narratives of the feminist movement in Canada, specifically its ableist and eugenicist undercurrents.
While there are indeed troubling currents of ant-feminist backlash, it is necessary to excavate some of
these movement histories to provide a more complex picture of the emergence of feminist action that
supported national projects of racial and gender hierarchies. 

The legacy of racism continues to define our collective present, with a range of actors working across
different institutional spaces challenging models of equality that leave intact persistent inequalities.
The university is an important site where redressing this legacy has gained momentum in recent
years, even if efforts at promoting Equity, Diversity and Inclusion have sparked important
conversations about their limitations. The paper, Fostering Diversity in the Classroom: A Defense of
Affirmative Action Policies in Canadian Universities, argues for an approach that recognizes the
disproportionate impact of racism on racialized communities, and proposes concrete policy steps to
diversify the campus in meaningful ways. 

Few can dispute the catalytic role of new forms of communication on Canadian politics, not to
mention their impact on key political actors such as political parties. In the article, Whipped or
watched? Canadian Party Discipline in the Age of Digital Communications, the notion of party
discipline takes on a new meaning with concerns about the consistent, intrusive surveillance that
limits what MPs can say and do. While political parties recognize the power of digital technologies,
there are nonetheless important questions raised by the penetration of these technologies in the body
politic that redraw the rules of the political game. 

Finally, the article on Urban Beekeeping in Montreal is literally “buzzing” with insights about the
environmental challenges associated with urban beekeeping. Beekeeping has been rightly critiqued
for its performative aspects with individuals seeking to behave responsibly in a world facing
environmental catastrophe. It can also be problematic if not done with sustainability in mind. This
article does the work of connecting beekeeping to broader, global and local challenges, where the
local space can be both a site of possibility and peril. 

Please enjoy the fresh perspectives that animate these pages, and project a bright future for the study
of Canada. There is a myriad of issues that drift in and out of the media glare. There is no doubt,
however, that the future of Canada depends on attention to the evolving complexity of policy and
governance in an age in which affected communities are at once coming together and being driven
apart. 
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